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 THE ORPHEUS PROJECT  
 In Greek mythology the sirens were portrayed as beautiful creatures whose singing 

would lure sailors to their death on the rocky reefs around their island.  In the Greek Classic, 

the “Odyssey”, the hero is a man named Odysseus. When his ship passed near the Sirens, he 

plugged the crew’s ear with wax and ordered them to tie him to the mast of the ship.  He told 

them that no matter how much he begged, they were not to let him go.  They did not untie 

him until they were in safe waters. 

 The Argonauts encountered the sirens on one of their quests.  They had been warned of 

the beautiful sounds that could render a man powerless.  They had no choice but to pass by 

them.  How were they going to succeed when so many before them had failed?  Orpheus 

came up with a plan.  Since he could not silence the sirens, he would have to make music 

more beautiful than theirs.  He began playing his lyre. The music touched the hearts of his 

men and was so beautiful that it overshadowed the songs of the sirens. 

 As the Church of Jesus Christ, we find ourselves in the midst of a society that is very 

much like the sirens of ancient Greek Mythology.  I would love to silence the voices that pull 

our children, youth and many adults into a life that is lived apart from God and community. 

But that is not the plan given to us by God.   

 Jesus never tried to silence the voices of the pagan society around him.  He simply of-

fered a better way, a more beautiful song.  From selfishness and being self-centered, he 

showed a way of living life that was fulfilling and left the world a better place.   

 This is the role of the church today.  We must sing a more beautiful song.  The Psalms 

speak of singing a new song.  The message doesn’t change but the way the song is sung must 

change. The words of grace, forgiveness and choosing life never change.  The song has to be 

more beautiful than what the world offers.   

 Maybe we shouldn’t complain so much about the world as it is and concentrate on a 

more beautiful song.  What could be more beautiful than a God who gives us life, redeemed 

from the sin and filth of this world and promises to be with us every step of our lives until we 

are transformed into his beautiful, eternal kingdom.  Join me as we sing a more  

                 beautiful song!                                                  — Rev. Dr. Rick Auten 



 

 

MISSIONS 

Each year we support the Community Pregnancy Center in Mooresville by our participa-
tion in the Baby Bottle Boomerang. The Center offers hope by giving clients the oppor-

tunity to develop important life skills helpful for them and their baby’s future. They offer a 
Baby Boutique where clients can shop for maternity and baby items with the “Boutique 

Bucks” they earn by completing assignments. The Center helps clients locate needed med-
ical, housing and social services. Please take a bottle and fill it with change, cash, or checks 

and return it by Sunday, February 12th. 
Donations are tax deductible. 

The bottles have a purple sheet to fill out for tax credit. 

 The PRAYER TEAM is sponsoring children in need within the Kannapolis area.  The Prayer Team is collect-

ing jackets, coats, sweaters, socks, hat, mittens and other cold weather apparel for these children who are 

in need.  Please place new or gently used items in the collection box labelled “Prayer Team” in the Narthex. 

REJOICE 

Praises to the King 

For love 

REJOICE 

Praises to the Lord 

For provision 

REJOICE 

Praises to our God 

For protection 

REJOICE 

Praises to Emmanuel 

For _____________ 

Martin Van Buren was the first president to be 

born an American citizen. All presidents before 

him were born British subjects.  He was President 

from 1837-1841. 

Our prayers and thoughts are 
 extended to the family of Mae 
Bircher. Mae died January 9th. 

robotics for adults 
Introduction to robotics 

Learn basics of robotic design, programming and use of various 

types of sensors to navigate and complete obstacles.  
February 6th—8 weeks—$25.00 per person 

6:30—8:00 pm 
Sign up—bulletin boards located CLC or Narthex 

Human contact:  Connie Kremar 

For questions: 704-775-9538 
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February Anniversaries 
Chad & Renee Holloway 2/2 
Durwin & Caryn Striplin 2/3 
Eddie & Barbara Odom 2/10 
Dale & Natalie Lambe 2/14 
Charles & Awanda Davis 2/16 
Norris & Donna McConnell 2/16 
Barry & Lynn McAllister 2/17 
Buzzy & Jean Benfield 2/22 
Dale & Judy McConnell 2/25 

Golden Trippers 

The Golden Trippers are on the road in  

February.   We will meet at 9:00 am on  

February 9th and head to the Orchid Grower. 

We’ll eat lunch before returning home.  Please 

call Diane Chelius if you are planning to go at: 

704-737-3886. 

LADIES NIGHT 
 

The United Methodist Men invite everyone to a special 

evening of food and entertainment on Saturday, February 

4th at 5:00 pm in the CLC Social Hall. Cubed steak & 

gravy, creamed potatoes, green beans, corn, rolls, sheet 

cake and ice cream are what’s on the menu. Sign up on 

either the bulletin board in the Narthex or in the CLC 

building. 

Safe Sanctuary Training 
 

It’s time again for Safe Sanctuary training. 
All those that work with children and 
youth in any capacity need to participate 
in the training each year. The sessions will 
take place in the CLC Social Hall every 
Sunday in February at 9:45 am. 

Learn to Crochet:  Are you interested in learning how to crochet?  Here is your oppor-

tunity.  Four Thursday  evenings (7-8:30 pm) in February I am offering you the opportuni-

ty to learn to crochet and make a scarf.  If you want to learn a new craft or already know 

how to crochet and want an excuse to sit down and crochet once a week, come join us.  

We will meet in the Loyalty classroom in the Christian Life Center.  Sign up now on the 

sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in either building.  Any questions, call Nancy McDou-

gall at 704-799-2230.  Hope to see you Thursday, February 2nd! 



 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS:  Sandy Murray, Leo Currence, Carole Barnette,  

Stephanie McConnell, Jean Belk, Jim & Judy Workman, Connie Brown, Betty Kerr, 
Helen Kimbrell, Everett Goodman, Patricia Shinn, John Hill, Tony Martin, Corey 
Jones family, Charles & Awanda Davis, Bill Griffith, Sandy Miller, Cliff  Brittain, Matt 
McConnell, Peggy Whitonis, Sara Berg, Cecil Childers, Richard Wiles, Rachel  
Brawley, Lucille Washington, Dean Nash, Mot  
Oliphant, Dale McConnell, Mike Ridgeway, Bailey Kay, 
Jenny Capps, Luther Johnston, Grace Cole, Barbara 
Edwards,  Richard Wiles, Nancy Davidson,  
Eric Walters, Bobby Miller. 

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, 

intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all 

people, for kings and all who are in high positions, 

that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and  

dignified in every way. 1 Timothy 2:1-2 

HISTORY COMMITTEE  
of Triplett UMC is in need of your help. 
We need copies of pictures for weddings, 
special occasions, 4-H club, Boy Scouts, 
UMY, Children’s Ministries, Sunday 
School Class activities and any other 
Triplett activities that you would like 
to have included in the Church Archives 
Collection. Please give the photograph 
copies to Sybil Angelley, Diane Chelius, 
or Vicki Tolbert. The photographs will 
not be returned as they will be part of 
the permanent history collection. The 
History Committee is working on presen-
tation displays and supplies, if you 
would like to make a financial  
contribution please note your donation: 
Triplett HISTORY project.   
             Thank you for your support. 

Thank you for your faithfulness in tithes, offerings, giving, time, talents & prayers. The Church is blessed by each of you and 

appreciates ever extended kindness. Regarding monetary giving, there are a variety of ways now available to donate. Please 

prayerfully consider in participating through Sunday giving  during the offertory, automatic  bill pay, GuideStar employer match-

ing programs, Vanco online credit card giving or App giving, gift card purchases from the Gift Card station or online for Food 

Lion gift cards direct to your home, or at the UMC Market, umcmarket.org .  If you have questions regarding any of these oppor-

tunities please contact Finance Chair Michael Brannen or the church office.  Thank you for your support of Triplett UMC. 

THANK YOU for 

Voting for the  

Triplett logo.  We will 

be calculating the 

tallies and announc-

ing the winner soon.   



 

 

YOUTH 
Sunday, February 5 
 5:30 pm      Super Bowl Parties 
                    Middle School at Rick & Teresa’s 
         Senior High at Dana Davis’ 
 
Sunday, February 12 
 5:00 pm     UMY 
 
Sunday, February 19 
 1:30 pm Winter Jam 
 
Sunday, February 26 
    11:00 & Noon Soup/Salad/Sandwich Luncheon 
 5:00 pm UMY 

 
 

 
 

UMY FUND RAISER 
The Youth invite you to lunch on Sunday, February 
26th at 11:00 am & noon for delicious soups of all 

kinds, a healthy salad and yummy grilled cheese sand-
wiches.  Donations will be accepted. 

CHILDREN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    

 

JAM 

“JESUS & ME” 
All kids ages 3—5th grade come to join 

us for a brand new kid’s ministry.  

Beginning Wednesday, February 1st, JAM 

will be coming your way every Wednes-

day evening from 5:45-7:15 pm. Supper 

is at 5:45 pm followed by a fun large 

group gathering featuring music, skits 

and more.  Afterwards, kids will be divid-

ed into age-appropriate small groups for 

a Bible lesson, crafts and games. At 7:10 

pm we encourage parents to come  to 

the old Fellowship Hall for our large 

group closing. We’ll end with music  

prayers, and announcements for the next 

week. Registration forms are on the  

Narthex table. Place them in the offering 

plates when completed. The JAM teams 

looks forward to seeing you at this excit-

ing new kid’s ministry. 

Lifeforce 
 

The Wednesday Evening Service 

will be studying DANIEL. 

Sessions start 

February 1st  

at 

6:15 pm 

in the CLC. 

SOUP KITCHEN 
Cooking & Serving 

February 9th 
Please be there by 

8:00 am 

PRESIDENT  Herbert Hoover’s family had 

two pet alligators, which were sometimes 

allowed in the White House.  He was 

President from1929-1933. 

   FISH 
“First in Serving Him” 

 

 

FISH Kid’s Mission Team will meet on 

Sunday, February 12th at 1:45 pm. We 

will be partnering with Freedom Christian 

Center to give out Valentine bags to wid-

ows and widowers around our area. 

Watch the weekly Sunday announcement 

sheets for details. 



 

 

February Birthdays 

Patsy Belk 2/1 
Breanna Ervin 2/2 
Jeff Helms 2/2 
Alyssa Johnson 2/3 
Matthew Millsaps 2/5 
Ayden Sturgis 2/5 
Jimmy Surratt 2/5 
Jess Walters 2/7 
Mary Bess Terrell 2/9 
Jason Kremar 2/10 
Durwin Striplin 2/10 
Anna Childers 2/11 
Susie Davis 2/12 
Holden Edwards 2/12 
Neil Towne 2/12 
Nick Towne 2/12 
Shiloh Gregory 2/13 
Helen Kimbrell 2/13 
Larry Barger 2/14 
Doris Brannen 2/14 

Elizabeth Stapleton 2/14 
Kirstie Helms 2/17 
Ray Wiles III 2/19 
Gavin Dunn 2/21 
Kendall Mink 2/21 
Sam Mink 2/21 
Cindy Pangle 2/21 
Michael Brannen 2/22 
Susan Brown 2/22 
Marie Conn 2/22 
Don Edwards 2/22 
Melissa Striplin 2/22 
Jada Heath 2/23 
Mot Oliphant 2/23 
Sydney McKenzie 2/25 
Skylar Freeman 2/26 
Luke Harrison 2/26 
Peyton McConnell 2/26 
Bruce Matlock 2/28 

February 20th is President’s Day. We  
celebrate living in a free nation, a  
nation that allows us the opportunity to 
worship, have a voice in government by our 
privilege to vote, and live by our  
choices. U.S. Presidents are the Leaders 
of the Free World, heading up the GREATEST 
NATION on the face of the earth. Please 
pray for President Trump, his staff,  
members of Congress, judges on the Supreme 
Court and courts throughout the land. 
PRESIDENTS are the face of our nation, THE 
GRAND USA, to the world. 

TRIPLETT UMC & DAYCARE 
HIRING 
SEXTON 

 
Work week is Monday through Friday. Some benefits 
such as health insurance, dental, Life Insurance are  
available.  

 SALARY  $35,000—$40,000 
 

If interested, or to request a copy of complete job  
Description, contact Terry Willis of the Day Care or Jim 
Murdock and Powell Oliphant, Triplett UMC Trustee  
Co-Chairs. They will also accept, in a sealed envelope, 
your resume & references. Related work experience is 
helpful. TUMC is an equal opportunity employer. 
 

Deadline: February 28, 2017 

The monthly calendar is on 

break from the Tripletter. 

Please check the church  

website at  

www.triplettumc.org  or the 

Sunday weekly announcement 

sheets for activities, meetings, 

events, services and all things 

Triplett.  


