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WEDDING POLICY 

Triplett United Methodist Church 

838 Mazeppa Road 

Mooresville NC 28115 

The policies set forth were drawn up by the Worship Committee and approved by the 

Administrative Council of Triplett United Methodist Church on February 21, 2017. They 

are to be used by the wedding party in planning their wedding service. It is our hope 

that these guidelines will help to make your wedding a memorable occasion. 

GENERAL STATEMENTS 

A. Marriage is ordained by God. 

B. Therefore, a wedding held in a Christian Church sanctuary should be an 

experience of worship. 

C. The wedding party is asked to be reverent at all times during the rehearsal and 

wedding service. 

SPECIFIC POLICY STATEMENTS 

A. Pastoral Responsibilities 

1. The Pastor assigned to the Church shall have charge of the wedding service. 

2. Another Minister requested by the bride or groom must be approved by the 

Pastor assigned to the Church. The invitation to the guest Pastor will be 

extended by the Church’s Pastor. 

3. The Pastor in charge of the service shall see that the marriage licenses are 

properly signed and mailed to the Register of Deeds. 

4. The Pastor in charge of the service is to give counsel to the bride and groom 

before the wedding service. 

5. The service to be used is to be approved by the Pastor assigned to the 

Church. 

B. Scheduling 

1.  The date of the wedding is to be cleared with the Pastor assigned to the 

Church before the announcement is made. 

2. Any proposed change in date or time, either of the rehearsal or the wedding, 

must be cleared with the Pastor at least thirty days prior to the event. 

3. Weddings should not be scheduled during Holy Week, including Easter 

Sunday and the preceding Saturday, or on holidays such as Thanksgiving Day, 

Independence Day, Christmas Day, or the day before and the day following 
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Christmas Day, because of possible conflicts with the Church calendar and out 

of consideration for Church personnel.  Exceptions to this policy may be made 

at the discretion of the Pastor assigned to the Church. 

4. Schedule for the use of the Sanctuary and/or the Fellowship Hall shall be 

cleared with the Pastor assigned to the Church. 

C. Decoration of Sanctuary 

1. The pulpit, Communion table, baptismal font and the Paschal Candle shall not 

be removed for a wedding.  Any rearrangement of the Altar area must be at 

the Church Pastor’s discretion and approval. 

2. The baptismal font, symbolizing the sacrament of baptism should not be 

obscured, moved or removed.  Representing Christ’s resurrection, the Paschal 

Candle should be lit for weddings during the season of Easter when it is 

placed near the Lord’s Table, but not at other times of the year when it is in 

place by the baptismal font.  Like the baptismal font, the Paschal Candle is 

permanent and should not be obscured, or removed. 

3. The candles on the Communion table represent Christ, the Light of the world, 

and are to be lit for the ceremony.  They represent the dual nature of Christ-

fully divine and fully human.  They may not be obscured, moved or removed. 

Any other candles used for the ceremony must be dripless. 

4. Arrangements of flowers and candle stands may be used.  They are to be 

placed behind the Communion table, or to the side.  They must not be in 

front of the altar.  No flower arrangement is to be placed on the Communion 

table, only on the retable. 

5. A wedding candle (unity candle) is permitted, but is not to be placed on the 

Communion table. 

6. No glue, tacks, pins, or tape that leaves a residue may be used to fasten any 

decorations to any part of the Sanctuary. 

7. Silk flower petals only may be scattered on the Sanctuary aisles. 

8. No rice or birdseed is to be thrown in the Church or on the grounds.  Bubbles 

may be used outside. 

D.  Communion 

The following statement is quoted from the United Methodist Hymnal, page 864: 

“Holy Communion may or may not be celebrated.  If it is, it is most important that 

its significance be made clear.  Specifically: 

1.  The marriage rite is included in a Service of Word and Table. 
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2. Not only the husband and wife, but also the whole congregation is to be 

invited to receive communion.  It is the United Methodist tradition to invite all 

Christians to the Lord’s Table. 

3. There should be no pressure that would embarrass those who, for whatever 

reason, do not choose to receive communion.” 

E.  MUSIC 

1. A Christian wedding should include music in keeping with the experience.  

Therefore, such music should focus on the love of God rather than romantic 

love. 

2. We encourage the use of the Church organist except when the bride or 

groom shall request a family member or a close friend to play.  Anyone using 

the Church organ must be approved by the Church organist. 

3. The Church Pastor must approve all music. 

F.  Use of Facilities 

1. There shall be no charge for the use of the sanctuary for the wedding service 

for any Church member. All supplies such as paper products, table covering, 

plastic utensils are to be provided by the renter/wedding party.  (See fee 

schedule for definition of Church members.) 

2. When the wedding couple is not a church member, a fee will be charged for 

the use of the facility.  (See fee schedule.) 

3. There shall be NO alcoholic beverages used in the Church buildings or on the 

grounds. 

4. No smoking is permitted in the Church buildings. 

5. The sound system can only be operated by an approved operator of the 

Church. 

G.  Pictures in the Sanctuary 

1. No flash pictures are allowed during the wedding service.  This includes by 

guests, and it should be the responsibility of the wedding Director to ensure 

that any guest entering the Sanctuary with a camera should be informed of 

this policy. 

2. It is the responsibility of the couple or wedding Director to inform the 

photographer, the videographer, the families and the wedding party of this 

policy pertaining to photography. 

3. Photographers and videographers may take photos and videos during the 

service from designated areas only.  One video camera may be placed in the 

right corner of the chancel area and must remain stationary. One video 
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camera may be placed in the rear of the Sanctuary.  No flash, bright lights or 

noisy equipment is permitted. 

4. The wedding party may re-assemble in the Sanctuary following the ceremony 

for any photographs they desire; however, couples are encouraged to keep 

the number of post-ceremony pictures to a minimum or to have their guests 

proceed to the reception while pictures are being made. It is encouraged that 

the bulk of the wedding party pictures be taken prior to the service. 

H.  Responsibilities following the Service 

1.  The wedding party is responsible for seeing that the areas used are cleaned 

after the service is over.  Such arrangements should be made with the Pastor 

assigned to the Church prior to the date(s) of the service. 

2. The Church has a sexton and arrangements can be made to have him/her 

clean the facility.  Advance notice must be given and will be subject to his/her 

acceptance.  (See schedule of fees.) 

I.  Security 

1. The Church does not assume the responsibility for personal clothing or other 

valuables left in the Church building before, during, or after the ceremony. 

2. The Church is kept locked.  Arrangements for entrance to the facility must be 

made with the office staff or the head of the Trustees. 

3. Security is available, but fee imposed. 

J.  Bulletins 

The printing of wedding bulletins is the sole responsibility of the couple. 

  

For fee purposes, members are considered to be those persons who are on the 

membership roll of Triplett United Methodist Church, their children or grandchildren.  

All fees, where applicable, are usually the responsibility of the bride, unless otherwise 

noted. Fees are quoted in 2017 values. 

 

FEES FOR CHURCH MEMBERS 

A.  The Pastor – Responsibility of the Groom. No set fee. The Pastor should be 

compensated with a monetary gift.  Pastor’s responsibilities include counseling, 

rehearsal and the ceremony. 

B. The Organist -- $150. Organist responsibilities include meeting to select music, 

rehearsal and ceremony. 

C. Sexton or Custodial Services -- $100. Areas of responsibility include the Sanctuary, 

Narthex, Bathrooms and assigned dressing rooms. 
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D. The Soloist(s) -- $100 if Soloist is from the Church. Responsibilities include initial 

meeting to select music, rehearsal and ceremony. 

E. Sound System Operator -- $50. Bridal party is to provide CD. 

F. Facilities – to include such areas as Sanctuary, Fellowship Hall, CLC Social Hall as of 

2017 are free, no fees, for Church members. 

All fees for services of Church personnel and/or facilities should be paid by check made 

payable to the individual performing the service and to the church for the facility.  

Please pay in full to the office two weeks before the date of the wedding. 

 

FEES FOR NON-CHURCH MEMBERS 

A. The Pastor – $200. Responsibility of the Groom. Pastor’s responsibilities include 

counseling, rehearsal and the ceremony. 

B. The Organist -- $200. Organist responsibilities include meeting to select music, 

rehearsal and ceremony. 

C. Sexton or Custodial Services -- $150. Areas of responsibility include the Sanctuary, 

Narthex, Bathrooms and assigned dressing rooms. 

D. The Soloist(s) -- $150 if Soloist is from the Church. Responsibilities include initial 

meeting to select music, rehearsal and ceremony. 

E. Sound System Operator -- $100. Bridal party is to provide CD. 

F. Facilities 

 Sanctuary - $200  

 Fellowship Hall - $100  

 CLC Social Hall – see fee schedule for this building, separate document. 

 Dressing rooms – choir room for Bride and Parlor/History Room for Groom.  

 Dressing room fees are included in the facilities fees. 

All fees for services of Church personnel and/or facilities should be paid by check made 

payable to the individual performing the service and to the church for the facility.  

Please pay in full to the office two weeks before the date of the wedding. 
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